The trafficking of women and the role of the midwife.
Health can be contextualised in relation to globalisation. Economic and societal influences, increasing gaps between middle income and impoverished groups, mass media, culture sexualisation, consumerism, psychological control and criminal activities, such as the drugs and sex trades, amplify challenges to maintaining the health and wellbeing of populations (Lee 2004). UK policy makers develop tools to determine care pathways, in theory allowing those working in public health roles to support individuals to better long-term health. The health needs of trafficked women and the role of the midwife require particular consideration so that this group is not further exposed and unprotected. It requires partnership with a great number of agencies within healthcare itself, but also with charities, government bodies, external organisations and the police. This article explores the health problems associated with the trafficking of women and the clinical implications in the identification and treatment of these victims for the midwife in a public health capacity.